


Investment need

In order to renovate the entire social, cooperative and public housing 
stock in Europe by 2050 at average level B (60 to 120 kwh/m²/year) or 
A (below 50kwh/m²/year), thus contributing to the decarbonization of 
the building stock and a CO2 neutral Europe, we would need to 
increase this number by at least 200 000 per year. This would require 
an extra 10bio€ yearly until 2050. 



An ambition



• https://www.hautconseilclimat.fr/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/hcc_rapport_renover_mieux_lecons_deur
ope.pdf

• https://www.housingeurope.eu/resource-1124/the-financing-of-
renovation-in-the-social-housing-sector

https://www.hautconseilclimat.fr/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/hcc_rapport_renover_mieux_lecons_deurope.pdf
https://www.housingeurope.eu/resource-1124/the-financing-of-renovation-in-the-social-housing-sector


Key Figures on Housing Europe

• 43,000 local housing organisations

• 24,936,000 dwellings 

• roughly 200,000 new dwellings completed each year

• at least 200,000 dwellings refurbished each year…and rising

• over €50bn in new investment per year - aiming to spend €35b 
for new buildings and €23b for renovation and maintenance, 



To get the policies right, we need to 
understand the problem

- The buildings and construction sector accounted for 36% 

of final energy use and 39% of energy and process-

related carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions in 2018, 11% of 

which resulted from manufacturing building materials and 

products such as steel, cement and glass. The rest is related 

to the heating and cooling of the buildings.

- It makes sense to take measures that will reduce the volume 

of carbon-related energy used for heating and cooling by 1. 

reducing the need for energy and 2. ensure the energy used 
contains as less carbon as possible.



To reduce energy consumption, we need a 
systemic approach
• Energy efficiency alone is not sufficient

• In the period 2005-2016, energy consumption of the EU28 residential 
sector as a whole decreased by 25 Mtoe, corresponding to a drop of −8% 
compared to 2005 levels, while energy effiency has increased by 20%



To reduce CO2 emissions, we need a district 
approach 
Potsdam Drewitz: Results and Conclusion 
of renovation of  social housing estate 
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To get to the right path, we need a socially 
sustainable approach
• Social, cooperative and public housing providers are already

frontrunners in the fair energy transition: the average energy
performance of their homes is better than in any other segment of the
housing market and they cater for most of the low income families thus 
ensuring comfort at an affordable price. Fundamentally, social, 
cooperative and public housing providers’ main objective for the 
renovation wave and the fair energy transition is to create and maintain 
sustainable communities with a high level of quality of life and an 
affordable cost of living.

• In France : 42% of the social stock is now classified among the most 
energy efficient housing stock (labels A, B or C), compared to around 
14% of all of the main residences.



Sweden
Holistic Neighbourhood Approach

No-go Area Before and After 



Why is social housing necessary for the green 
transition/decarbonization? 
• Only social housing providers can deliver: 

- The systemic approach

- The district approach

- The socially sustainable approach

• The experience of the deployment of passive houses and eco districts 
show that without proper involvement and co creation with the 
residents as well as a user-friendly , the expected results will not 
materialize (because of i.a. rebound effect, dissatisfaction, 
unintended negative consequences)



• Social/public housing providers do also have a important role in 
setting up district renovation where the majority of residents are 
homeowners.

• For instance : In Bilbao Txonta neigbourhood 79% of the residents are 
homeowners and 18% are tenants Population aged 65 and above 
accounts for the 30.1%, considerably higher to the average in the 
Basque Country (21.12%) Txonta has significant security (because of 
the mixed industrial and residential use), habitability, accessibility and 
energy efficiency issues



- Increase awareness from homeowners on the multiple benefits of energy efficiency, including

health, wellbeing, comfort, job creation and energy poverty alleviation.

- Carry out social diagnosis covering a range of social, economic and cultural aspects of

homeowners.. This includes energy-use related issues (consumption, household living conditions);

quality of life, lifestyle and citizens’ individual characteristics (access to health care services, culture

and leisure, education, etc)

- Address neighbourhood practical (even psychological) issues blocking or hindering the development

of projects, offering a “non institutional space” for getting in touch with neighbourhood

associations, communities of homeowners, individuals, etc, tackling their vision and interests.

- Social and knowledge centre: Training courses, seminars, conferences…

M
E

D
ID

A
S

 I
N

T
E

G
R

A
D

A
S

 E
N

 L
A

 P
R

O
P

U
E

S
T
A

THE OPENGELA PROJECT



A new support from the EU



A unique pool of housing solutions

OUR HOMES OUR DEAL

https://www.ourhomesourdeal.eu/

HOUSING EVOLUTIONS HUB

https://www.housingevolutions.eu/

https://www.ourhomesourdeal.eu/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/



