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AfterLIFE Plan

Scope and aim of the plan

The AfterLIFE Plan for the LifeETX Project defines how the deliverables and results
obtained by the projects will translate into a long-lasting network of NGOs that
are involved in the EU ETS review and

knowledgeable and routinely

implementation processes.

Results of LifeETX

Summary of project results and key deliverables.

(11IH V'[N Capacity Building

Over 60 CSOs and NGOs in 15 countries
enhanced their understanding and ability
to engage with the EU ETS and carbon
pricing.

Activities included 8 regional and national
workshops across Europe, organised by
consortium members and partners.

A training toolkit was created, featuring
accessible, bite-sized modules, and
accessed 1,998 times on the LIFE ETX
website.

m Collaboration for Change

Strengthened European and international
networks to influence EU ETS legislative
reviews and support carbon pricing
policies.

Hosted 6 major online 'Carbon Pricing
Hub' events, 8 'ETS Talks' webinars, 8 NGO
'EU ETS Hub' meetings, and 8 ad-hoc
policy check-ins.

Conducted workshops and outreach in
the Western Balkans and Ukraine to build
capacity on EU ETS and CBAM.

m Knowledge Development

Produced a scientific knowledge base to
help stakeholders assess the EU ETS's
functioning, its potential for achieving
2030 climate targets, and the
development of carbon pricing policies.

Published 12 studies and briefings,
presented at events, and made available
on the project website, accessed 2,875
times.

Disseminated findings through
newsletters and social media, informing
dialogue and policy positioning.

(1] {H]\'[ '] Communications & Transfer

Effectively communicated project actions
and outputs, engaging European citizens
and technical audiences.

Shared updates through 12 newsletters,
social media posts, and the project
website.

Ran successful advocacy and public
awareness campaigns during the EU ETS
revision, reaching over a million EU
citizens and engaging 100,000 through
videos, social media, and website visits.
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Short term activities (1 year)

Resources availability

The ETX website, developed thanks to the collaboration with Latte Creative, will be
kept online for at least 5 years. The extensive resource library will be kept available
to stakeholders as well as the general public in order to guarantee accessible
explanations of the ETS framework are available to a specialised and
non-specialised audience.

Dissemination and update

In addition to the guaranteed availability, further efforts will be taken by CMW to
disseminate further some key deliverables of the project; the deliverables selected
are the following:

DELIVERABLE DATE OF PUBLICATION WEBSITE REACH

EU ETS 101 2022/03/22 & 2024/02/29 9,043
(updated version)

EU ETS modules 2022/03/28 2,190

Human Stories 2024/01/18 12,764

EU ETS Implementation | 2024/04/22 1,155

timeline

These deliverables have proved to be the most visited by users (see “Reach”
column of the table”). CMW will keep disseminating the reports through social
media and use it in advocacy activities, as well as exploit it to support public
presentations in events, workshops, and capacity building activities for other
stakeholders.
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EU ETS Hub

The EU ETS Hub has proven to be an essential tool to keep NGOs at European and
national level informed and engaged with the latest updates of ETS-related
policymaking with bi-monthly meetings restarting September 2024.

Thanks to presentations from CMW, partner NGOs, and external experts, and
moments of discussions and co-creation, the aim is to maintain the engagement
reached during the ETX timeframe and nudge other NGOs in influencing the
upcoming relevant policy making processes, such as the 2040 climate targets.

Long term activities (up to 3 years)

KPI update

Keep tracking the performance of the ETX project and update the KPI set by the
project and that were last updated in July 2024, by accessing the dedicated
portal. Key factors such as reach, dissemination of deliverables, and further policy
developments will be kept into consideration.

Advocacy

The established network of CSOs built thanks to LifeETX, along with the
significant knowledge gained during the project's duration, will play a crucial role
in positively influencing the upcoming reviews of the EU ETS and the Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM). Drawing on the lessons learned during
the 2021-2023 legislative process and leveraging the data and recommendations
developed through various reports and briefings, the former project partners are
well-positioned to contribute meaningfully to these reviews.

The network of CSOs, strengthened and expanded through LifeETX, provides a
robust platform for advocacy and knowledge dissemination. These organisations
are equipped with a deep understanding of the legislative landscape and are
capable of engaging effectively with policymakers at both the EU and national
levels. By utilising this network, Life EFFECT can ensure that the insights and
recommendations derived from LifeETX are communicated effectively,
influencing the direction and substance of the ETS and CBAM reviews.

In particular, the 2026 ETS review presents a significant opportunity for impact.
The partners involved in Life EFFECT will collaborate through the EU ETS Hub
platform to share knowledge and insights on critical issues such as the inclusion
of Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) mechanisms in the ETS and the reform of the
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Market Stability Reserve (MSR). The EU ETS Hub will serve as a central venue for
coordinating these efforts, enabling the partners to present a unified and
informed perspective on these complex topics. The reform of the MSR, which is
critical for maintaining the stability and effectiveness of the carbon price, will be
informed by the extensive research and recommendations generated through
LifeETX. Similarly, the potential inclusion of CDR in the ETS is a particularly
pertinent issue, as it represents a potential shift in how emissions reductions are
accounted for and incentivised. By disseminating comprehensive analyses and
data on the possible outcomes of integrating CDR into the ETS, we aim to provide
policymakers with a clear understanding of the benefits and challenges
associated with this approach.

Overall, the strategic use of the CSO network and the EU ETS Hub platform
ensures that the knowledge and expertise developed during LifeETX are
leveraged to their fullest potential, shaping the future of EU climate policy in a
positive and informed manner. The contacts developed during the previous
reform process will serve as a basis to re-build a strong network of policymakers
engaged into the carbon market reforms and willing to advocate for strong
carbon pricing across all sectors.

Training

The training modules will be kept up to date through the ETX and CMW website
in order to ensure the ETS system is widely understood by other NGOs we wiill
engage with, policy makers, and the general public. These training modules will
be used to deliver presentations on ETS basics to several organisations and
institutions (CAN-E network, EEB, academic institutions, interest groups, project
consortia, etc) whenever it will be necessary.

Through the ETS Talks and Carbon Pricing Hub (both to be held online), it will be
possible to reach a wider audience and focus on more cutting-edge topics,
especially as new opportunities to change the carbon pricing legislation arise (for
CBAM, ETSI, ETS2, potentially an agriculture ETS).

Life EFFECT project

The main opportunities for replicability of the LifeETX project are embodied in its
successor, Life EFFECT, which secured funding in mid-2024. Through Life EFFECT,
one of the principal outcomes of the 2023 EU ETS reform, known as ETS2, will be
rigorously examined, communicated, and disseminated to CSOs and
policymakers at both the EU and national levels. Thanks to LIFE funding and
support from co-funders, the outputs from LifeETX will serve as a foundation to
initiate activities for this new project.



However, the project faces several uncertainties, particularly concerning potential
backlash against carbon pricing for buildings and road transport. If not calibrated
well and balanced with suitable social measures, CO2 pricing in these sectors
could translate into higher heating bills and fuel prices for both consumers and
small businesses, which may be unpopular among the public and various
stakeholders. This resistance can be amplified by economic challenges such as
inflation or energy price spikes, making it a sensitive issue for policymakers who
may face pressure to roll back or soften these measures.

Furthermore, between now and 2027, significant political changes could pose
additional risks. The election of a new European Parliament and the new
Commissioner expressed by Member States could result in a political shift,
particularly as the trend tends towards right-wing or populist parties gaining
power. Such parties may view stringent climate policies as detrimental to their
agendas: this political shift could lead to delays in the implementation of ETS2 or
even result in significant adjustments to the legislation, undermining the
progress made by LifeETX and, potentially, by Life EFFECT.

This potential for political change underscores the importance of Life EFFECT
remaining adaptable and responsive. By closely monitoring the political
landscape and engaging proactively with policymakers, the project can advocate
for the sustained importance of robust climate policies. Additionally, effective
communication and dissemination strategies aimed at CSOs and the public can
help build broader support for carbon pricing and other climate initiatives,
potentially mitigating backlash and ensuring the long-term success of these
efforts.
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Partners plans & projects

LifeETX project was implemented by a consortium of 10 NGOs working at national
and European levels:

Carbon Market Watch (Belgium/EU)

Asociace pro mezinarodni otazky, z. s.

Luftférorenings- och klimatsekretariatet (Czech Republic,)
Bond Beter Leefmilieu Vlaanderen vzw (Belgium)
Germanwatch e.V. (Germany)

The Green Tank (Greece)

Alliance of Associations Polish Green Network (Poland)
Svenska Naturskyddsféreningen (Sweden)

Vereniging World Information Service on Energy (Netherlands)
ZERO - Associacao Sistema Terrestre Sustentave (Portugal)

.
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In a dedicated survey carried out in July-August 2024, the majority of project
partners expressed their willingness to keep working on sectors and areas directly
regulated by the EU ETS Directive: intensive industries, aviation and shipping,
ETS2, and some (those coming from coal-intensive economies) coal and fossil fuel
phase-out.

Through the extensive network built during the ETX years and the knowledge
gained thanks to capacity building exercises and (most importantly) the
produced reports, the partners indicated that they aim at keep using the results
of ETX by:

e Using the results of the LIFE ETX to inform the activities of the LIFE EFFECT;

e positions that will developed to exploit different advocacy opportunities,
e.g. public consultations at the EU and national levels and national policy
developments (e.g. as members of the drafting committees national
NECPs), as well as in public statements / media responses;

e Inthe newsletter "Acid News" (AirClim).



